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2.4 Calculation and Results

The current evaluation method sets zero as the bot-
tom cut off, 100 points are the maximum that can be 
achieved. A country that was best in one indicator 
receives full point (in that indicator). The best pos-
sible overall score is therefore 100 points. Important 
for interpretation is the following: 100 points are 
possible in principle, but for each partial indicator, 
and for the overall score, still only means the best 
relative performance, which is not necessarily the 
optimal climate change protection effort!

From the publication of the CCPI 2009 onwards, the 
first three places of the ranking can only be achieved 
if a country takes the plunge and pursues climate 
change protection in earnest. We have decided this 
because, so as not to deceive and to also show more 
clearly that until now, there is no country that is  
making even close to the efforts and impulses that 
are necessary to stay within the 2 degrees limit.  
This is measured by means of the target-perfor-
mance indicator (compare p. 7). The analysis of this 
indicator clearly shows that not one country has yet 
made sufficient efforts and reduced its emissions 
enough to play its part in averting dangerous climate 
change. As long as a country isn't on the right path, 
it has no right to "stand on the podium".

The CCPI‘s final ranking is calculated from the 
weighted average of the achieved scores of the eval-
uated countries in the CCPI‘s separate indicators. 
An absolute evaluation is not made. The CCPI only 
evaluates countries in comparison with one another. 
The following formula is used to calculate the index:

As their weighted averages are what count to the 
overall score, the rankings within the separate indi
cators have a less important function. The differenc-
es between countries‘ efforts to protect the climate 
is only to be seen clearly in the achieved points, not 
in the ranking itself. When taking a closer look at 
the top position of 2008 one can see that Sweden, 
while achieving the highest rank, was not at the top 
in all indicators, let alone achieved 100 points. This 
example shows that failures and weak points of a 
country can be recognised in the separate categories 
and indicators.

The current version of the Climate Change Perfor- 
mance Index including model calculations, and the 
press review can be found online at  
www.germanwatch.org/ccpi.htm. 

I: Climate Change Performance Index; 

Xi: normalised indicator;  

wi: weighting of  Xi  ,    

i: 1,...., n.

Score = 100
actual value - minimum value 

maximum value - minimum value
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The Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) was 
introduced to a professional audience for the first 
time at the 11th Global Climate Summit in Montreal 
2005 (COP11). The growing press resonance in the 
affected countries affirms the increasing relevance 
of the index and encourages us in our work.

Since 2006, Germanwatch has been cooperating 
with the rating agency oekom research. They use 
the data the CCPI is based on for their sustainable 
country ranking and for sustainable investment con-
sulting. CAN Europe also supports us through their 
international expert network on the topic of climate 
protection.

3.  Application and View Forward

We will continue to present the Climate Change 
Performance Index every year at the UN Climate 
Summit. It is not intended to be used only by experts, 
however, but by everybody. We wish to make clear 
that until now, still none of the world‘s countries has 
been doing enough to protect the climate, and hope 
that the index provides a stimulus to significantly 
intensify climate protection efforts. 

We would be pleased to give you more detailed in-
formation about the possibilities of specific country 
analyses. If you are interested or have questions,  
we ask you to contact:

Jan Burck
Phone: 0228-60 492-21
E-Mail: burck@germanwatch.org
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CAN Europe

Climate Action Network Europe (CAN-E) is recog-
nised as Europe‘s leading network working on cli-
mate and energy issues. With over 100 members 
in 25 european countries, CAN-E unites to work to  
prevent dangerous climate change and promote  
sustainable energy and environment policy in 
Europe.

The Climate Action Network (CAN) is a worldwide  
network of over 365 Non-Governmental Organi
zations (NGOs) working to promote government, 
private sector and individual action to limit human-
induced climate change to ecologically sustainable 
levels. 

The vision of CAN is a world striving actively towards 
and achieving the protection of the global climate  
in a manner that promotes equity and social justice 
between peoples, sustainable development of all 
communities, and protection of the global environ-
ment. CAN unites to work towards this vision. 

CAN‘s mission is to support and empower civil  
society organisations to influence the design and  
development of an effective global strategy to  
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and ensure its  
implementation at international, national and local 
levels in the promotion of equity and sustainable 
development.

Following the motto "Observing, Analysing, Act-
ing", Germanwatch has been actively promoting 
global equity and the preservation of livelihoods 
since 1991. In doing so, we focus on the politics  
and economics of the North with their world- 
wide consequences. The situation of marginalised 
people in the South is the starting point of our work. 
Together with our members and supporters as well 
as with other actors in civil society we intend to  
represent a strong lobby for sustainable develop-
ment. We endeavour to approach our aims by ad-
vocating fair trade relations, responsible financial 
markets, compliance with human rights, and the  
prevention of dangerous climate change. 

Germanwatch is funded by membership fees, dona-
tions, grants from the "Stiftung Zukunftsfähigkeit" 
(Foundation for Sustainability), and by grants from  
a number of other public and private donors.

You can also help to achieve the goals of German-
watch and become a member or support our work 
with your donation:

Bank fuer Sozialwirtschaft AG
BIC/Swift: BFSWDE31BER
IBAN: DE33 1002 0500 0003 212300


