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About the project

Rationale

Cities worldwide face multiple challenges. They are the
main hubs of economic activity and are responsible for the
vast majority of the world’s energy consumption and global
GHG emissions. They are also acutely vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change. The need to create resilience in
the face of a changing climate also creates opportunities to
design low carbon cities. Low carbon pilots in China and the
transformation of the German energy system through the
.Energiewende’ - which must be delivered in part through
municipalities - create exemplar projects that demonstrate
decarbonisation can be compatible with economic growth.
These common challenges make cities in China, Germany
and wider Europe natural partners. And only through joint
action and cooperation on the local and the international
level can meaningful progress be achieved.

Objective

The project “Sino-European Partnership on Low Carbon
and Sustainable Urban Development” will foster the
cooperation between China, Germany and the EU.
This will be achieved through initiating and supporting:

- the mutual exchange of best practice between
the participating cities,

- the implementation of low carbon demonstration
projects,

- the transfer and sharing of knowledge and solutions.

It will focus on two cities/regions in China and Germany.

Focus

Germanwatch and E3G have initiated two dialogue
programmes. The first will support the cities of Bonn
(Germany) and Chengdu (PR China) in extending their
city partnership into a low carbon partnership. A new
cross-sectoral cooperation platform is being formed in
Chengdu focused on implementing sustainable low carbon
development. The Wuhan/Hubei programme concentrates
on incentive schemes. We work with local stakeholders to
develop arange of low carbon financing schemes, including
aregional emissions trading scheme.

European and Chinese civil society groups and think tanks
are included in the dialogue programmes to promote
lasting networks of communication and exchange.

Project Set-Up

The initiative was launched by Germanwatch, a non-
governmental organisation, and Third Generation
Environmentalism (E3C), an independent not-for-profit
organisation with offices in Europe and the US. The project
is funded by Stiftung Mercator. E3G and Germanwatch will
work with European and Chinese partners to set up the
necessary platforms and frameworks, analyse low carbon
city strategies and policy instruments, and develop viable
policy recommendations.

www.low-carbon-partnerships.org
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